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UNEP Africa Announces Winners of the 2012 Ozone Africa Media Award

Lesotho’s Tsitsi Matope and Didier Hubert Madafime of Benin scoop Top Prize

Djibouti/Nairobi, 27 September 2012- The Jury of the Ozone Africa Media award has recognized Ms. Tsitsi Matope’s distinct print article “Death is in the Air”, and Mr. Didier Hubert Madafime’s show “Lutte pour l’élimination du R22 au Bénin”, both of which highlight the importance of sensitizing the public on good refrigeration practices to minimize emission of ozone depleting substances into the atmosphere.

The article and the radio feature received a unanimous vote from the jury who consisted of senior members of the Africa Network of Environment Journalists (ANEJ) and UNEP. They described both pieces as original and highly informative with a great potential impact on the users of equipment running with substances that affect the climate. 

The winners were announced at the closing ceremony of the 16th Joint Meeting of the Ozone Officers Network for Africa (ODSONET/AF) in Djibouti. The runners up in the print category were journalists Benedict Tembo from Zambia and Aboubacar Sani from Niger.

Mr. James Curlin, UNEP Interim Head of OzonAction Programme said: “It is gratifying to witness the growing and dynamic involvement of the media in addressing Ozone issues in Africa. Today we are a mere 98 days away from 1 January 2013, the date when developing countries must freeze their consumption and production of HCFCs.  As of today, there are 6 countries in Africa which have not ratified the Beijing Amendment, thereby running the risk of a cut off of HCFCs supplies needed for their economies.  The issue of ratification is extremely critical and this one important area where we need journalists to give an extra leverage to our messages.”

“Most African countries are continuing to experience a steep increase in HCFC consumption due to imports of HCFC-based equipment and growing consumption in the servicing sector. This is now a very practical challenge and a vigorous awareness campaign is essential” he added.
Tsitsi Matope’s article tells a compelling human story of an artisan who works in a refrigeration company and who releases ozone depleting gases to the atmosphere each time he fixes a refrigerator or air conditioner. The story illustrates how the consequences of a planetary problem can affect us and how we can individually be part of the solution. Tsitsi explained how countries worldwide, including Lesotho are taking specific, time-targeted actions to reduce and eliminate the production and consumption of man-made chemicals that destroy the stratospheric ozone layer. 
Similarly, Hubert Madafime’s radio entry described the far-reaching effects of ozone depleting substances not only on ozone but also on climate change.  His piece showcases good refrigeration practices and creates awareness on how these can minimize emission of ozone depleting substances into the atmosphere and improve human well- being.

The two laureates will receive a cash prize USD 1,500 each. 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer with the theme being protecting the atmosphere for our future generation.
Notes to Editors

The16th Joint Meeting of the Ozone Officers Network for Africa (ODSONET/AF) was organised by the OzonAction Compliance Assistance Programme (CAP) in Africa, from 24-27 September 2012 in Djibouti. 
The Joint Meeting of the Ozone Officers Network for Africa (ODSONET/AF) is an annual gathering where Ozone Officers share experiences in the implementation of Montreal Protocol in Africa. This forum also provides an opportunity for implementing agencies to follow-up on the progress and challenges in the phase out of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) in the African region. 

This 16th joint meeting which was attended by dignitaries from over fifty African countries and different UN agencies comes at a key crossroad in the life of the Montreal Protocol just a few weeks away from 1 January 2013, the deadline for the freeze in the consumption and production of HCFCs. 
This year marks the 25 anniversary of the Montreal Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer with the theme being protecting the atmosphere for our future generation.

The Montreal Protocol is an international treaty designed to protect the ozone layer by phasing out the production and consumption of a number of substances believed to be responsible for ozone depletion. The treaty was opened for signature on September 16, 1987 and entered into force on January 1, 1989. Since then, it has undergone five revisions, in 1990 (London), 1992 (Copenhagen), 1995 (Vienna), 1997 (Montreal), and 1999 (Beijing). 
For more information, please contact:

Ms. Angele Luh, Information Officer, Regional office for Africa, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP); Tel: +254-20 762 4292 Email: Angele.Luh@unep.org
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